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9 December 1949 

JffiMOKANKJK FOR THE DIRECTOR OF INTELIIGENCE, US AIR FORCE 

SUBJECT t Strategic Estimates of the Far East 

RfiJ’EHESCS* Memorandum to Director of Central In tellig ence 
from Directorate of Intelligence, 0S1F, subject 
as above, 30 November 1949, # 2—10364 






, .*• Follo,w ^ng receipt of reference tae-no random, staff dismission* 
between representatives of the Directorate of Intelligence, 08 Mr 

aecSaTl^Q th ? i ,? entral ^ U1 ^ enee were undertaken on 5 

Qea ^ rsndu ® Preeanta the position of this Agency 
as expressed at that conference* * 

.. 2 " was confirmed in conference that the Department of the 
Air jorce sought in reference memorandum to initiate a national in- 

^ffi **?* ° n , t ?® ?“* East ojr suitable scope to guide the 

current formulation and implementation of sound national policy. 

S an .° ir * ra11 intelligence production^!*, 
f! partaent the Air Force was unable to discern 
a logical pattern in the coverage of Central Intelligence Agency staff 
&***!" ^redaction In rremt nonth,. 

^iwtment of the Air Force viewed ORE 17-49, "Strategic Importance 
E f*t to t* 1 * Waited States and to the USSR*, as thecXseat 
WWK 3 !l type of intelligence on the Far East, tSa?^er 
, J 5 ® hAV *, 80 fi; OUfi ® hortcoR i n ^ 8 * ®»ae apparent shortcomings 
!**?' 11 wea ^iterated by the Air Force re^esen^tive, 
4W not concern depth of presentation. 9 ' 

J* i® position of this Agency, and it was so stated In 

° RK 17 ^ 9 * srovido8 precisely the type of broad 
national intelligence estimate sought in the reference. Moreover, 

f 1 ** 5 ® ita puDiication OS& 17-49 ha a served and is presently earring 
2 ^*®. tboAejosponaibie for policy foraulatioa. PurthswiwIrS 
any facet of the Far Eastern problem has been made the subject of a 




| 


Approved For Release 2006/11/01 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002900380009-5 


Approved For Release 2006/11/01 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002900380009-5 


- 2 - 


current, detailed study, the concisions are caref ully checked with 
wiose of 17-49 to insure the continued validity of the latter. 

In no case to date nas iJriu 17-49 been found invalid except as the 
basic aseuaption of '..o— USSR hostilities prior to 1953 Is not uni- 
versal in its application to all intelligence appreciations. Ihe 
brevity of 0M 17-49 to rule to mislead a casual reader as to adequacy 
of t r.e paper's scope. Hie ?satter of scope was a particular concern 
in tae preparation >f JR*- 17-49. It was only through a time consulting 
and painstaking process of successive condensation of the forn'dable 
iAC contributions and initial consolidations that it turn possible to 
achieve in ORE 17-49 that decree of brevity essential to its use for 
ti^e purposes intended and still to retain the requisite scope and 
factual basis. 

4. oe spite confidence in toe adequacy of uRc 17-49, particularly 

as regards current validity and scope, it is recognized that no in- 
belligonce production can be the final answer • 1 onsequen tly, that 

paper has been subjected to searching, objective analysis over and 
above the current checks noted above. It has been concluded that 
pending exhaustive long term study of certain funuaoent&l questions 
raised by ORE 17-49, revision of the paper is not i us tilled. In the 
light of this analysis it is considered that the project imposed in 
the reference, if produced o n e n urgent basis, would involve art ex- 
penditure of effort not consonant with the value to be derived. % 
the extent that the be partner: t of the Air force envisages the proposal 
as a long terre progress (as opnoeed to a single reject), the Central 
Intelligence Agency is in ; etmral agreement. 

5. The analysis of •■•fnE 17—49 referred to above has orovidsd a 

broad outline of t> e long range task. That broad outline hte served 
and is serving as this Agency's interim guide to self-initiated staff 
intelligence projects on tise rar oast, Furtrseraore, every requirement 
for such production imposed on the Agency is also checked* against the 
broad outline and insofar ss .-ossicle such outside requirements arc 
adjusted to fill sore part of the long range requirement. Admittedly, 
tiiis procedure is of a stop gap nature ana fails to solve a basic 
problea, namely, ti«s disproportionate effort involved in fulfilling 
outside production requirements. Accordingly, the broad outline of 
long range production needs on national intelligence concerning the 
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Far K*st, which was developed out of Of£ 17-49, has been worked 
out in detail within the Central Intelligence Agency as the basis 
for guiding and coordinating tie intelligence production efforts 
of this Agency and the IAC Agencies. T.-.ie detailed guide has not 
yet been approved lor inter-agency dissemination. However, every 
effort is being waa© to expedite release to the IAC Agencies for 
neoeirncry coordination and adoption at the earliest practicable date. 

6. In conclusion, the suggestions advanced in the reference have 
been welcomed as an indication that up-->n formalisation of the Central 
Intelligence Agency's impend irjg- proposals for n long range production 
plan, the hearty support of the directorate of Intelligence, US Air 
Force, i« to v >e anticipated. 
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